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Topic:                                    Importance of seat belts. 
Audience:                              Road users specifically drivers
General Purpose:                   To persuade
Specific Purpose:                   To persuade the audience that wearing seat belts is important as it         	                                     can reduce the death rates from accidents significantly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thesis Statement:                   Road accidents are major causes of death, but the use of seat belts	  	                                     can reduce the death rates to manageable numbers.
I. Introduction 
The number of deaths on the roads is rising due to accidents. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the major cause of death during accidents is an ejection. NHTSA states that approximately 80% of ejected victims die (NHTSA, n.p). Therefore, seat belts are crucial in the prevention of death during road crashes, and they minimize serious injuries during accidents. The use of seat belts has been advocated to reduce high death rates during accidents however some passengers do not put on seatbelts.
II. Discussion
In 2016, an estimate of 37, 461 people lost their lives through accidents in the United States. Out of these deaths, 10, 428 had not fastened their seat belts. The NHTSA further estimates that seatbelts saved approximately 14, 668 lives and there was a possibility of saving more 2,456 lives if all passengers had fastened their seat belts (NHTSA, n.p). These statistics attach much importance to the use of seatbelts so that the high number of deaths on the roads can be reduced to lower levels. Research also shows that the people sitting at the front of a car are at a higher risk to death if those at the back seats have not worn their belts because of the ejection effects (Abu-Zidan et al., 257). Therefore, the use of seat belts protects the life of an individual as well as the others in the same vehicle. 
Wearing seat belts also reduces the costs of medication from accidents. According to NHTSA, approximately 2.6 million passengers and drivers got treatment in emergencies for injuries from accidents in 2016 (NHTSA, n.p). The medication costs for the passengers and drivers were around 48 billion dollars in work loss expenses and lifetime medical bills. These are high costs of treating the different non-fatal injuries acquired during road crashes. It is important to use seat belts as they would reduce the amounts spent in treating accident injuries, which saves the state and citizens good money that can be used for development projects to grow the economy (Lee et al., 185). 
On average the hospital care expenses for unbelted accidents is 50% higher than belted crashes (Pickrell, n.p). 85% of these costs are paid by the society with every American paying around 580 dollars a year to cater for accidents costs (Abbas et al., 18). It is then estimated that by achieving 90% use of seat belts, nations will be in a position of saving up to 8.5 billion used in the injury treatment. Therefore, the importance of seat belts is unquestionable as it saves many lives, minimizes serious injuries and reduces the costs of treating the non-fatal injuries from crashes. 
III. Conclusion
Seat belts are important in the management and reduction of deaths from road crashes. Statistics have shown a great possibility of reducing the deaths through seat belts. The costs of treating non-fatal accident injuries are high and a burden on all citizens. The use of seat belts can reduce the huge costs of injury medication and minimize the tax burden on the citizens. The facts show that seat belts are important and can save the society many lives and reduce the many expenses incurred in emergencies. 
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